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AGAWAM - Superintendent of 
Schools Shelia Hoffman this week 
addressed concerns of COVID-19 
cases and procedures in the Aga- 
wam Public Schools. 

The schools currently offer 
both hybrid and full remote learn- 
ing options. Hoffman says the 
school district is working to pro- 
vide a safe in-person learning ex- 
perience during this time. 

There are also options to 
switch to remote learning imme- 
diately. If a student is currently 
doing hybrid classes, they can 


easily switch to remote. If that 
student decides they want to re- 
turn to hybrid learning, a parent 
must notify the school ahead of 
time to allow the classes to ad- 
just to having another in-person 
learner. At each term, the schools 
will allow students to return to 
the building. The early childhood 
and elementary schools have 
three terms while Doering, the 
Junior High, and the high school 
have four terms. 

About 75 percent of the stu- 
dent population is utilizing hy- 
brid learning with only about 25 
percent fully remote. 

Students at the junior high 


Crocodile rocks virtual 
‘Festival of Trees’ 
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“Christmas Crocodile Rock” was the theme of the fourth submission made by 
the Bard family in conjunction with their EvvGirl Foundation. The Foundation 
is honor of Evan Bard, an Agawam resident who was killed in a tragic acci- 
dent nine years ago. The tree will be bid on during the virtual Festival of Trees 
held by the Greater Springfield Boys & Girls Club. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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and high school levels raise the 
remote numbers as they are more 
independent in their learning. 
Though the high school makes 
up about 40 percent of the hybrid 
numbers. The schools all prepare 
for additions in class sizes, mask 
protocols, the amount of mask 
breaks and the six-foot social dis- 
tance guidance. 

Each school is deep cleaned 
and disinfected every night of 
the week, and the custodial crew 
informed Hoffman that the deep 
clean is a part of their nightly pro- 
cedure. The crew can focus on ex- 
tra projects on Wednesdays when 
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Mayor, superintendent address COVID concerns 





Mayor William Sapelli SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


Interim Superintendent Sheila Hoffman 





High school updates program of studies 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - ‘The coronavirus 
pandemic and keeping students 
safe continues to be the hot- 
test topic in the Agawam Public 
Schools and there is no shortage 
of teachers, parents, and officials 
with opinions about how school 
and town officials are handling. 

At the Nov. 24 school commit- 
tee meeting, which preceded the 
Thanksgiving holiday, the topic 
re-surfaced as an overall rise in 
cases did resurface, but other top- 
ics were brought forward as well 
as the school district attempts to 
look toward normalcy. 

Agawam High School Prin- 


cipal Thomas Schnepp was on 
hand to talk about the updated 
program of studies that would 
be used for the 2021-2022 school 
year. 

Schnepp highlighted some of 
the small changes to the program, 
which included updates of the 
duties of school counselors. 

“Counselors have taken on a 
lot more duties in terms of guid- 
ing students through the school 
year, said Schnepp. “It’s much 
more than just career and college 
planning. There is more social 
and emotional development.’ 

Updates were also made to 
the models of student require- 
ments for graduations, as well as 
explaining the school’s weighted 


grading system. 

He said there are updates and 
expanded information about the 
school’s career center. He said the 
pandemic hurt the ability to send 
more students into workplaces 
due to the fact students who took 
internships in the school system 
were not allowed to go into class- 
rooms. This was due to keeping 
capacities in classrooms down to 
a minimum. 

Schnepp said he hopes to 
see more internships take place 
during the next school year. 

He discussed a public speak- 
ing course, mentioning that there 
were two different groupings, one 
for ninth and 10th graders, and 
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Public health nurse answers questions during mayor's update 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - On Monday, fol- 
lowing the Thanksgiving holiday, 
Mayor William Sapelli gave an 
overall community update. 

His update, which is available 
to view online on the town's web- 
site, included the interim school 


superintendent. 

The Towns nurse, Sherry 
Petrucci, has been working with 
the health department. 


Pertucci discussed the state's 
website and how public health 
nurses like herself utilize the web- 
site. 


All testing sites in the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts are 
required to report results of in- 
dividual COVID-19 testing to the 
website. Those test results are 
also disseminated to the commu- 
nities that a person tested is from. 

“The public health nurse is able 
to have access to all this informa- 
tion,’ said Pertucci. “(For a person 
who is tested) it includes their 
name and address and where and 
when they got tested. It gives us a 
framework for contact tracing. 

Once the public health nurse 
is in possession of the informa- 
tion, they are then able to contact 
the individual or individuals who 


have been tested and can ques- 
tion that individual about where 
they have been and who they 
have been in contact with. These 
questions can allow the town to 
conduct proper contact tracing 
so other individuals who may be 
at high risk to contract COVID-19 
can also be tested, quarantine, or 
both depending on the level of ex- 
posure they may have received. 
“We identify where they were 
and what they do for work,’ said 
Petrucci. “We then ask who they 
have been in contact with or if 
they have been to any large events 
so we can identify all possible 
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AGAWAM - Agawams newest preschool is 
open at St John the Evangelist Roman Catho- 
lic Parish, Agawam for children aged 2 years 9 
months to Kindergarten ready. Applications are 
currently being accepted at the parish center by 
appointment. The school is open between the 
hours of 7 a.m. and 5 p.m., with full-time and 
part-time schedules available. 

“Our first weeks of school have been so won- 
derful’ says Claire Riberdy, Director. “The school 
has been fully approved by our city, encouraged 
by the Catholic Schools Office of the Diocese of 
Springfield, and licensed by the state of Massa- 
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chusetts and we are ready to expand our care to 
more students.’ 

St Johns has worked diligently to create a 
fun, safe, and caring environment to nurture 
children and prepare them for Kindergarten and 
is pleased to offer this childcare option for fam- 
ilies of Agawam and beyond. Many people have 
poured their heart into this preschool and we 
are excited to provide the highest quality of child 
care to our families, to prepare the children for 
Kindergarten and to lay foundations in their 
heart, mind, and soul. 

Social distancing, single-use supplies, regular 


New preschool accepting applications 


hand-washing, and continual deep-cleaning of 
the facility are carried out, as well as a complete 
sanitizing each night. Toys, as well as materials 
for play and lessons, will be prepared for each 
child to use individually. St John’s endeavors to 
ensure our children’s safety throughout this pan- 
demic. 

More information can be found on our web- 
site: StJohnAgawam,com, or call the Director, 
Claire Riberdy, at 786-8105 to schedule an ap- 
pointment. 
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school is fully remote for all students, rather than only 
deep cleaning on that day. 

“We talked a lot about the deep clean schedule and the 
custodial crew said that they were able to do a deep clean 
every night, and that’s the priority. Hoffman said. “Safety 
and health comes first, were trying to provide the best 
in-person learning we can.’ 

Hoffman works closely with the Board of Health so they 
can corroborate on case numbers and further actions. The 
school looks beyond the district, as many teachers and 
some students travel from other towns. Hoffman is on 
lookout for these out of town cases as well, and will update 
the Board of Health whenever she has information. 

“When I hear word of a positive case, I tell the health 
department, no matter the time. Hoffman said. “If it’s day, 
night, weekends, it doesn't matter, they know when I know.’ 

This information is also included in the schools’ active 
case counter. Keeping in mind that there are more people 
than the community immediately involved, and when they 
know about cases the schools contact those in close con- 
tact and require a quarantine before returning. 

If the case also involves residents the school will con- 
tact them and the Board of Health will contact them, some 
people may receive information twice. The town doesn't 
notify the whole community because it involves the medi- 
cal records of others, when they notify close contacts they 
mention that a positive case was found. There are guide- 
lines that the schools have to follow from the State and 
from the local Board of Health, they make contact with 
those they need to. 

Additionally there are guidelines regarding testing as 
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they can't make a family be tested, though they advise and 
strongly encourage families, students, and staff members 
to be tested if they feel symptoms or if they are a close con- 
tact. 

Mayor William Sapelli said close contact cases should 
quarantine for a few days before getting tested, to avoid a 
false negative. “ 

The virus takes a few days to develop and became evi- 
dent, the Board of Health advises to wait five days before 
getting tested.’ Sapelli said. “After five days it’s fairly safe 
that the results will be correct, were not asking people not 
to get tested were just asking for them to wait before they 
do.’ 

The schools follow state regulations for quarantines, 
and requests that all cases quarantine, especially if they 
choose not to be tested. 

“Td like to emphasize that were trying to do in-person 
learning in a safe way, and I'm working with the Board of 
Health to find cluster in the schools.’ Hoffman said. “There 
seem to be none, there are isolated cases and our proce- 
dures are working. Were cautious and were looking at the 
data carefully.” 

Both Hoffman and Sapelli understand there are oppos- 
ing opinions within the community and school district. 
They hear all sides but they are following the guidelines set 
forth and focusing on the safety of the students. 

The schools watch the data come in and are capable of 
shutting down a problematic area when needed. With the 
new guidelines set in place with the teachers union, the 
schools are able to notify staff and students better when 
the district does a two-week shutdown. Also, schools can 
isolate instances and shut down a school and recently a 
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classroom. ‘The classroom was at a high risk though there 
were no positive cases, so there is a two-week quarantine 
for that classroom, this is a part of the new guidelines set 
forth. 

“Were very fortunate for the unions help and working 
with us for the best options for students.’ Hoffman said. 

Sapelli knows there are residents who feel that the 
schools should not be open at all, though he feels that 
there is no reason to keep others from an education if they 
feel safe going to school. 

Remote learning is continually offered to students, staff, 
and families who feel unsafe in-person, though other stu- 
dents deserve to have the option to be in hybrid classes. 

“When we need to shut down we will, Sapelli said. “We 
have already shut down the district when needed. If we 
need to step in and shutdown we will. We proved this be- 
fore and we will continue to prove this. We are watching 
the numbers carefully: 

The town provides COVID-19 information and case 
numbers on the town website. They provide data and break 
it down into many sections like risk area, ages, and more. 

“Were being honest and open about the numbers.’ 
Sapelli said. “It shows currently positive cases, and today 
there were seven cases in schools with four of those cases 
being people who are completely remote.’ 

These numbers include those who aren't in schools just 
as much as those in schools, the town and the schools are 
working together to provide information to the commu- 
nity. Sapelli explains that the numbers in schools are low, 
and school will continue as long as it’s safe. 

If it's not safe, Sapelli and Hoffman will deal with the 
schools accordingly. 
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Holiday ‘take-out’ supper planned 


AGAWAM - A very special curb-side 
Holiday Take-Out Supper will be held at 
Agawam Congregational Church on Friday, 
Dec. 11 starting at 4:30 p.m. 

The fully-cooked supper, catered by 
Partners Restaurant, will include salad, 
baked chicken, a vegetable, and mashed 
potato with gravy. Additionally, outdoor 
entertainment by young vocalist Alexis 
and free Christmas Mazes activity booklets 
will be included, according to ACC Supper 
Club chair and church member Roberta 
Page. The suppers can be heated micro- 
wave or stove top. 

This is a first for the church to have a 
supper “served” so uniquely by masked 
church members outside, Page said. But, 


during this COVID-19 situation, it is a way 
for the church to make some money and 
folks to have a yummy supper from Part- 
ners, she continued. 

Ticket holders will guide their vehicles 
through the parking lot with placed cones. 
If vehicles windows are open, folks will 
hear holiday songs, especially, selected and 
sung by Alexis who will be under the back 
portico of the church. 

Tickets are $15 and may be purchased 
by calling the church at 413-786-7111. The 
deadline for reservations is Wednesday, 
Dec. 9 at 12 noon. No exceptions. All are 
invited to come and enjoy this unique ACC 
Supper Club event. 





Bethany to host ‘drive-thru’ holiday event 


AGAWAM - Looking for a fun and safe 
activity this Christmas season? We have 
just the event for you! Please join us as 
we host “A Bethany Christmas’, a narrat- 
ed drive-thru Christmas experience! The 
drive-thru will contain displays, characters, 
carolers and thousands of lights, as well as 
live scenes, sharing a message of hope and 
faith. This drive-thru event is our gift to the 
community and is free to the public, but 


we will be accepting donations which will 
be used to build schools for children in Lat- 
in America. The dates of the event are the 
first two weekends in December: Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday, Dec. 4, 5 and 6, and 
11, 12, and 13. The times are Friday from 
6pm — 8pm, and Saturday and Sunday from 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. We hope you'll join us for A 
Bethany Christmas at Bethany Assembly of 
God, 580 Main Street, Agawam, MA. 
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contacts. We then inform them they are to 
quarantine for 14 days.’ 

Sapelli asked Petrucci to explain the 
proper way of a direct contact being tested 
because of the possibility of false negatives. 

Petrucci said anyone who is identified 
as a direct contact should be tested imme- 
diately. 

“Incubation period for COVID-19 is two 
to 14 days once you have direct exposure, 
said Petrucci. “We tell people to wait any- 
where from two to five days to be tested be- 
cause the virus cannot be detected before 
that.’ 

Anyone who tests sooner, should fol- 
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low-up with an additional test five days af- 
ter the first one. 

Sapelli also asked Petrucci to explain 
the difference between isolation and quar- 
antine. 

“Isolation means you are away from 
other people because you are identified as 
a positive case for 10 days, said Petrucci. 
“Ideally, you are in a separate room in your 
house away from other people and have 
own facilities. 

Quarantine means you are identified as 
a close contact and you have to stay away 
from others for 14 days. Quarantined indi- 
viduals should be tested. 


HAMPDEN COUNTY 
WORKFORCE BOARD 


Now Accepting Applications for the following 
“In-Demand” Career Training Programs 
in Hampden County: 


Hybrid Online CNC 
Milling Certification 
Training 

Classes start in December 2020 


Limited Training Slots Available 


Sheet Metal 


Fabrication Training 
(on-campus at Local 63) 
Classes start in January 2021 


Limited Training Slots Available 


Classes are filling quickly! 


For more information please visit www.masshirehcwb.com 
and locate the program you are interested in under the 


“What's New” section. 


For more information please contact: Joanne Lyons 


Jilyons@masshirehcwb.com 


IN 
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SPRINGFIELD CAREER CENTER 


MASSHIRE 


HOLYOKE CAREER CENTER 
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Grant deadline approaching soon 


AGAWAM - With a mandate to distrib- 
ute state monies via a grants process, the 
Agawam Cultural Council is seeking grant 
requests from local community-oriented 
programs in arts, humanities and scienc- 
es in need of funding. The Agawam Cul- 
tural Council FY2021 grant season started 
Thursday, Oct. 1, 2020 and has been extend- 
ed to Monday, Dec. 14, 2020 as the post- 
mark deadline for organizations, schools 
and individuals to apply for grants that 
may support or provide cultural activities 
for the Agawam community. According 
to Council spokesperson Bob Kadis, these 
grants can support a variety of artistic proj- 
ects and activities in Agawam -- including 
exhibits, festivals, short-term artist resi- 
dencies or performances in the schools, 
workshops, lectures or historical interpre- 
tation. 

Notably, the Council also encourages 
funding requests from schools and youth 
groups to cover ticket and transportation 
costs for field trips for school-age children. 

For more information, Local Guidelines 
and FAQ’s can be found at this site: 

http://www.mass-culture.org/Agawam 
by clicking on the “Council Priorities” tab. 


Information about the ACC's Grants 
program can also be found on the ACC's 
own website at: agawamcc.org. 

The FY2021 allocation amount has not 
been determined as of this writing. But 
what we do know there is $3,300 of unen- 
cumbered funds left over from the FY2020 
grant season. The MCC FY2021 allocation 
plus the unencumbered funds will make 
up the total grant amount for FY2021. The 
total grant amount will be posted on our 
website when we know it. Note, the MCC 
FY2020 allocation was $17,200.00 and 
when added to the FY2019 $615.00 unen- 
cumbered funds made for an available to- 
tal grant amount of $17,815.00 for FY2020. 

If you have questions about the online 
application process, you may contact the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council's Lisa Sim- 
mons at 617-858-2707 or at lisa.simmons@ 
statema.us -- or ACC chair Bob Kadis, at 
413-789-4814 or at rkadis@comcast.net. 

An online application process will be- 
come available Thursday, Oct. 1, 2020. The 
Agawam Cultural Council will not accept 
paper applications. To apply for a grant, 
please visit: http://www.mass-culture.org/ 
Agawam and click “Apply Now. 
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another for 11th and 12th graders. 

“We were finding we just don't have the 
numbers, so we have combined it to just 
one public speaking, said Schnepp. “It has 
kind of worked out because the seniors are 
able to mentor the ninth graders. We had 
worried the ninth graders would be more 
intimidated, but found that seniors took 
them under their wing. 

Schnepp said an English-Language Arts 
Essentials course has been removed. 

“We found it was a remedial reading 
course, said Schnepp. “We found in a nor- 
mal year that ninth grade students already 
have an English, math, and social studies, 
adding the ELA Essentials just puts them 
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straight out academically. We thought we 
would give students an opportunity to get 
into something (an elective) they really like. 
Like something hands on’ 

Schnepp said a health care career cen- 
ter pathway is something that has been dis- 
cussed for a long time, and he is looking to 
offer a second-year course in human anat- 
omy for students looking into that career 
path. 

School committee members were com- 
plimentary toward the updates, especially 
the elaboration of the guidance duties and 
updated information charts to make things 
easier for students and parents to under- 
stand. 


During this season of giving, we are asking for your 
X=) 0 eM Lam-i0) o) ele) ma laye mele) am keler-] Male) ant-1e-s-s-m ole) oLele-ha(e) ae 
We are collecting needed items for Jenna’s Blessing Bags 
through. Thursday, December 31. 


As an added incentive, if you bring a minimum of 

10 items to either of our locations, we'll give you 

10% off your materials purchased* that day. All 

items collected will be added to Jenna’s Blessing 
Bags for distribution locally. 


Find more information and a list of needed 
items on our website. 
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Opinion 
OUR VIEW 
We can control ourselves 


This week's front page story is moti- 
vated by a “letter to the editor” from Con- 
nor Kelley, which can be viewed on this 
page. 

Kelley makes a number of assertions 
and also accusations against the town 
and schools of ignoring data and its han- 
dling of COVID-19 in the schools. There 
are also a number of people in Agawam 
who share his opinion and believe the 
schools should be taking much stricter 
measures to keep students and by con- 
tact, the community-at-large, safe. This 
could include closing down and doing 
full remote learning for all until the pan- 
demic ends. 

Throughout the past few months, the 
criticism has increased as the second 
surge rages on. 

Here in Agawam, as of Mondays re- 
port, there are 931 reported cases. The 
numbers of cases are rising much like the 
rest of the state, but targeting the schools 
and their handling of the virus is a bit 
misguided. 

In our front page story, Sapelli reports 
there are just seven cases among stu- 
dents, four of whom are involved in full 
remote learning. 

While the protocols may not require 
a negative COVID-test for a sick student 
or staff member to return to school, those 
that don't test must remain out of school 
for 14 days. So far, it does not appear any 
outbreaks in town are associated with 
the in-person component of learning at 
schools. 

There is not a perfect way to react to 
the coronavirus pandemic unless every 
person were to be locked in their home 
for two months. That’s just not possible. 

We also live in a country where peo- 
ple have certain rights and freedoms. 
We cannot, and neither can the schools, 
force students and their families to be 
tested. We also cannot stop people, even 
those who are supposed to quarantine or 
isolate, from walking out of their houses, 
getting in the car, and going to the gro- 
cery store or the gas station, or the park. 
We do not have the personnel or enforce- 
ment authority to do those things. 

Additionally, those that continue to 
write in to or call the Agawam public 
schools and make criticisms have the 
ability to bring their children home to 
learn instead of having them be in school. 
If you are unhappy with how hybrid 
learning is being conducted, you literally 
can have your child start remote learning 
the next day. If others feel it is safe to send 
their children to school, then that is their 
choice. 

And yes, things are not great with a 
large rise in cases, but our leaders and 
officials are doing the best they can with 
the information and guidance provided 
by the state. I do not envy Mayor Sapel- 
li, Superintendent Hoffman, the school 
committee, or the health department. 
They are all in impossible situations deal- 
ing with an unprecedented situation the 
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Letter to the Editor 
School district not hanaling COVID protocols correctly 


Dear Editor, 

A number of Agawam citizens 
are growing more and more con- 
cerned about our administra- 
tions handling of COVID-19 in 
schools. I've reached out to the 
mayor and the superintendent 
on and off for months, and I've 
been ignored every time. Frus- 
trated, I shared my concerns 
with the school committee, 
only to watch the mayor shut 
down the conversation when 
one member spoke up at the last 
meeting. 

In our district, a close con- 
tact is defined as someone whos 
been within less than 6 feet of a 
confirmed COVID case for 15 
minutes. The problem with this 
criteria is that unless a person 
with symptoms gets tested, no 
one they interacted with is con- 
sidered a close contact. In Aga- 
wam, testing is optional and left 
up to the individual with symp- 
toms. So if they are carrying the 
virus and choose not to get test- 
ed, they can just quarantine until 
they “feel better” and no one in 
danger would ever be notified. 

Additionally, the district de- 
fines close contacts with the as- 
sumption that everyone is rigidly 


adhering to the 6 foot distance 
protocol at all times (which, in 
reality, they are NOT), so essen- 
tially no one ever qualifies as 
a close contact, even if they've 
spent all day with an infected 
person. If only positive tests trig- 
ger contact tracing, then every 
student or staff member with 
symptoms should have to prove 
- not just claim - a negative test 
before being allowed back into 
their building. 

Leaving testing up to individ- 
ual discretion also creates a huge 
gap in safety where asymptomat- 
ic individuals can be present in 
any school, spreading the virus, 
without any action being taken. 
The CDC has stated that most 
COVID infections are spread by 
those with no symptoms. 

A scientific review of 16 dif- 
ferent studies estimated 45% of 
infections are asymptomatic. 
The W.H.O has stated they could 
account for 80%. Yet another 
study involving CDC members 
estimated that documented case 
numbers might only account 
for 1 of 10 actual infections. 
When only a small fraction of 
the school body is being tested, 
it makes perfect sense that case 
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numbers look insignificant on 
paper. 

The district keeps pointing to 
low documented numbers and 
we keep pointing to a growing 
body of scientific evidence that 
indicates the numbers on paper 
arent telling the whole story. 
Their information is not ade- 
quate for making life and death 
decisions. This isn't a conspiracy 
theory from the dark corners of 
the internet; the CDC recently el- 
evated in-person learning to the 
“high-risk” category. Our school 
administration has continuous- 
ly disregarded data provided by 
the most credible health organi- 
zations on the planet, but some- 
how following the CDC's advice 
means youve got an agenda? 

Nobody is happy that educa- 
tion has taken a hit to keep peo- 
ple safe, but until our adminis- 
tration addresses the limitations 
of their approach, we cannot ac- 
cept on blind faith that they are 
doing all they can to protect our 
community when lives hang in 
the balance. 


Sincerely, 
Connor Kelley 
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very best they can. They are trying to bal- 


ance public health with education, public their garden will be weed free! A gentle back and 


y kids have been busy making their Christ- 
mas wish lists. Over the years I have saved 
forth action slices the weeds at the soil line with- 


the “rough drafts.’ You know, the list that 


safety, mental and emotional health, and 
keeping a working economy going. There 
are no winners in this situation. 

Criticizing our leaders during this 
emergency is not helpful. Focusing on 
ourselves and the choices we make is a 
much more productive use of our time. 

Keep trips out of the house to a mini- 
mum, make sure your mask is on, socially 
distance, sanitize, and limit your contact 
with others. Utilize takeout or contact- 
less delivery if you want to eat out for a 
night. And do these things not because 
the governor orders you to, but because 
it is what is best for your personal health 
and safety. For the most part, we, as in- 
dividuals, can keep ourselves and our 
families from catching the coronavirus 
by doing these things. We can all control 
ourselves and our actions. 

We cannot control the actions of oth- 
ers, and at the end of the day, others have 
to deal with the consequences of their 
choices if they catch COVID-19 and get 
very Sick. 





doesn't get sent to Santa. It's a walk down Memo- 
ry Lane to look these over. Just the change in their 
handwriting is enough to make a Momma cry, nev- 


er mind all the requests for baby dolls 
and princess this or that! Those days are 
over, sniffle, sniffle...but today’s pastime 
got me thinking about my favorite gift 
recommendations for the gardener in 
your life. Let's start with tools! 

Hands down, my favorite tool is the 
spade. It’s similar to a short handled 
shovel with an ever so slightly tapered, 
yet straight rectangular blade. I have an 
antique spade with a worn wooden han- 
dle that belonged to my dad. I use it to 
‘edge’ shrub beds or other gardens to 


keep them distinct from the lawn. A spade is also 
great for dividing overgrown perennials. Simply 
use the blade to chop the plant into manageable 
pieces. It is likewise indispensable for moving or 
removing trees and shrubs, cutting through tough 


roots in no time flat. 


If I had to name a runner up, it would be the 
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Roberta McQuaid 


out turning the soil over too much or bringing new 
seeds to light. 
One tool that I couldnt live without come har- 


vest time are my garden shears. They 
look very much like scissors with short- 
er blades. Useful as an all around prun- 
er, this tool is surprisingly sharp, light- 
weight, and comfortable in your hands 
even after lots of work. I only wish they 
werent black; I need to spray paint the 
handles neon orange so that I don't keep 
losing them amongst the plant material. 

Once the weather breaks your favor- 
ite gardener can get a jump start on the 
growing season with a gift of IRT mulch. 
For crops such as pumpkins, melons, 


eggplant, peppers and other heat-lovers, it is an 
indispensable tool. Simply roll out the black plas- 
tic-like mulch two weeks before planting time to 
warm the soil. When ready to plant, simply cut and 
“X” into the mulch and position the seedling into 


the soil. Plants generally grow faster and will ripen 


scuffle hoe. Get your friend one of these and with 


sooner than those growing without the mulch. In 
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Rotary club holding Cancer House to hold luminaria 


gift auction 


AGAWAM - If you could get great gifts, save money 
doing it, while helping your community, would you do it? 
We would certainly hope to. And we want to give you that 
opportunity. 

The Agawam Rotary Club will be holding an online Hol- 
iday Gift Auction from Dec. 4 to 13. What kinds of items 
will be auctioned off? There will be gift certificates to a 
number of area restaurants. A Callaway standing golf bag. 
An Amazon gift card. A one-hour massage certificate. A 
foursome, with carts, at Agawam Municipal Golf Course. 
And much mote. ‘This is only the tip of the iceberg. 

How does this help our community? First, it promotes 
local business. (If you have a business that you want us to 
promote through the auction, we are accepting additional 
auction items valued at $50.00 or more) 

It also supports the Agawam Rotary Club, which in 
turn supports many local endeavors, including offering 5 
scholarships, totaling $7,000 to local individuals pursuing 
higher education. The club provided food for the Parish 
Cupboard and PPE masks for our frontline workers. We 
supported and hosted the Virtual Toy Exchange of the Zero 
Waste Club. We provide financial and other support to the 
Salvation Army, Junior Achievement, Agawam Robotics 
Education Association. And our big project for this year 
was providing over 100 “Comfort Kits” of stress relief and 
calming items for use by our students in these trying times. 

Couple the benefits that your purchase at the online 
Agawam Rotary Club online Holiday Gift Auction can do 
with the possibility of scoring some bargains, and you truly 
have a win/win situation. 

The Agawam Rotary Club is part of Rotary Internation- 
al. Our motto is Service Above Self. For more information 
about the auction or Agawam Rotary, check out the web- 
site —- agawamrotary.org — or email John Barber, President, 
at chhengraving@cs.com 
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addition, they suffer next to nil competition from weeds. 

Even though it will be a while until we can get our 
hands into the soil again, many gardeners will start off the 
New Year with a seed catalog or two in hand. To be able to 
grow the great variety of tasty veggies and colorful flowers 
seen on the glossy pages of these pamphlets, we really must 
learn to start our own transplants from seed. Then, the sky 
is really the limit! 

Without the right amount of light and warmth, howev- 
er, indoor seed starting can be discouraging. Often times 
transplants end up so leggy that they collapse. Or, worse 
yet, seeds rot in the soil without ever even germinating. 
Spare your loved one the heartbreak and get them a heat- 
ed mat and a shop light with fluorescent bulbs. The mat 
will provide warmth at the root zone to encourage speedy, 
even germination and the light, when positioned just inch- 
es above the growing seedlings, will promote sturdy, strong 
growth. 

Search out local garden centers and nurseries for these 
and other innovative gardening implements for your 
friends and family this holiday season. Two mail order 
companies that carry the some of the products I men- 
tioned include Johnny's Selected Seeds in Winslow, Maine 
(Johnnyseeds.com) and Fedco Seeds in Waterville Maine 
(fedcoseeds.com). 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 28 years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email it 
to ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening Question’ in the 
subject line. 
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Propane - Heating Oil - Fireplaces 
Heating - Hot Water - HVAC - Generators 
Service Plans - 24-Hour Emergency Service 


Visit our Hearth Showroom to see working fireplace displays! 


PROPAWNE*:OIL 


SHLES* SERVICE: INSTALLATIONS 


PROPANE OIL ¢ HVAC 
413-998-0080 413-998-0090 


StateLinePropaneOil.com Ei 
500¢514 Salmon Brook St. Granby,CT —_Lic. $1: 303179 » P1: 204150 « HOD: 737 © 478 
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WEST SPRINGFIELD - The Center for Human Devel- 
opment (CHD) Cancer House of Hope will host its annual 
Luminaria event this year on the West Springfield Town 
Common on Tuesday, Dec. 8, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

During the event, hundreds of luminary bags dedicated 
to friends and loved ones impacted by cancer will light the 
pathway in celebration of their lives while also creating a 
sense of beauty, inspiration, community and hope. Honor- 
ing both those whove been lost to cancer and those who 
continue to walk along their cancer journeys, the Luminar- 
ia serves to share messages both in loving memory and in 
affirmation of ones ongoing battle. 

The cost to dedicate a single bag is $10 each. In addi- 
tion to the sale of luminary bags, the event will also feature 
a new “Luminaria-At-Home Kit” this year for $20. The Kit 
will afford participants the opportunity to light a candle 
from the comfort of home and includes a special keepsake 
candle holder. Those who wish to dedicate a bag or pur- 
chase a Luminaria At Home Kit can visit chd.org/luminar- 
ia. To help ensure all bags are accounted for, participants 
are asked to submit their dedication by Friday, December 
4. 

All proceeds from the event will help the Cancer House 
of Hope provide counseling support, healing therapies and 
wellness programs to all in our community newly diag- 
nosed, going through treatment or stepping out into re- 
covery. The Cancer House of Hope has been able to adapt 
over 90% of services virtually though the pandemic and 
even expand some service offerings during this time, in- 
cluding car-side wig consult and fitting services to virtual 
yoga classes, crisis counseling by phone and much more. 

“The generosity weve seen from the community during 
this especially difficult time has just been remarkable, said 
Program Director Margaret Toomey. “Each contribution to 
Cancer House of Hope truly helps provide life changing 
support to anyone who comes to us during their journey, 


Page 5 








A luminary event will be held on Dec. 8 in West Springfield. SUBMITTED 
PHOTO 


and it has an especially big impact during COVID-19. In 
adapting services, we ve been able to ensure our communi- 
ty can safely access these therapies while also staying con- 
nected to one another, or forming new bonds.’ 

For those planning to attend the Luminaria, candles 
will be lit by 6 p.m. and the Luminaria will be on display 
until 8 p.m. The event is free and open to the public, and 
will offer complimentary hot chocolate. 

Parking is available at the West Springfield Senior Cen- 
ter located at 128 Park St. The spaces located directly adja- 
cent to the Town Common will be reserved for those need- 
ing special accommodations and accessibility. 

Attendees are kindly asked to wear a face covering and 
respect social distancing while walking through the event. 
Foot traffic will be one way on the path through the display. 

For all inquiries about Luminaria and the Cancer House 
of Hope, please visit chd.org/luminaria or contact Cancer 
House of Hope at 413-733-1858. 


Feline Friends in need of pet food 


AGAWAM - Feline Friends Inc. Cat Sanctuary of 
Feeding Hills, MA will be holding a food/supply drive at 
Daves Soda & Pet City on Saturday, Dec. 12, 2020 from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Volunteers will be accepting food, lit- 
ter, treats & monetary donations for our kitties. 

Feline Friends Inc. is acommunity- based, nonprofit 
cat sanctuary that does not euthanize or discriminate 
against any cat based on age, gender or disability. 

For every $5 donation in cash or food/treat/litter 
donation, those donating will receive a raffle ticket for 
our “Good-bye 2020” basket. The winner will be drawn 


Grange holding 
Holiday Bazaar 


AGAWAM - Community 
Grange #382 of Feeding Hills will 
hold their Annual Holiday Bazaar 
on Saturday, Dec. 12 from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Grange Hall located 
at 47 North West Street in Feed- 
ing Hills. All proceeds will benefit 
the building fund and the public 
is invited to attend. Please wear 
a mask and practice social distanc- 
ing. Hand sanitizer and disinfec- 
tant wipes will be available. 


Cabinet Z, 
KITCHENS 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 


300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


budgetcabinetsales.com 


Krafi&Maid 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVINS ROOM 


















Adoration service 
back at St. John 


AGAWAM - All are welcome 
and invited to join us at St. John 
the Evangelist Church, 833 Main 
Street, for Eucharistic Adoration, 
Wednesdays, 12 noon to 5:45 p.m. 
with Holy Mass at 6:00 p.m. Come 
and spend some time in quiet 
prayer with our Lord Jesus Christ, 
present in the Eucharist. 


from the entries on that date, Dec. 12. 

Dave's Soda and Pet City, a valued sponsor, is fully 
stocked with Friskies Pate or Shreds canned food (sin- 
gle flavored cases preferred), Purina Cat Chow Indoor 
dry food (green bag), Unscented cat litter and Tempta- 
tions cat treats. All donations are gratefully accepted. 

More information about our sanctuary may be 
found on our website at felinefriendsinc.org or our 
Facebook page at Feline Friends Cat Sanctuary. Con- 
tact us with questions at info@felinefriendsinc.org or 
by phone at 413-786-5019. 





Positions open 
for ZBA 


AGAWAM - Please be ad- 
vised that there are two openings 
on the Agawam Zoning Board of 
Appeals effective January 2021. 
The openings are for one regular 
position and one alternate posi- 
tion. Interested parties should 
contact Barbara Bard in the 
City Council Office at 726-9716 
or send in a letter of interest to 
bbard@agawam.ma.us by Dec. 
14, 2020. 






Outdoor Entertainment 
Vocalist Alexis 
FREE Christmas Mazes Activity Booklets 


Friday, December 11th 
4:30 p.m. 


i! ian Congregational Church | 


Catered by Partners Restaurant 
(Fully Cooked Supper To Be Heated 
Microwave or Stove Top) 
Salad 
Baked Chicken 
Mashed Potato w/Gravy 

Butternut Squash 
G, Reservations by Dec. 9th ~ $15 *% 
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Six Flags planning holiday event 


AGAWAM - The most wonderful time 
of the year kicks off on select nights start- 
ing November 27 with Holiday in the Park 
Lights! 

We will be open from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Holiday in the Park Lights will feature a 
one-way path with more than one million 
dazzling lights, beautifully adorned Christ- 
mas trees and an extraordinary synchro- 
nized light display. 

Holiday in the Park Lights jingles week- 
ends and select days this holiday season 
and reservations are required! All guests 
will review our enhanced safety opening 
procedures while making their reserva- 
tions online. 

While the property's world-class rides 
and attractions will remain closed for the 
2020 season, Six Flags New England is 
thrilled to welcome guests back to the park 
and warm their hearts this holiday season 
on this whimsical light trail that is over one 
mile long! 





There will be Lights in the Parks beginning Nov. 27. 


Tickets are only $19.99 of free of charge 
to Members and Season Pass Holders 

Holiday in the Park Lights is free of charge 
to all Members and Season Pass holders. Or 
enjoy single-day tickets for $19.99. 

We are following direction from the 
CDC and local officials and are operating at 
a limited capacity. It’s very important that 
you make an advance reservation; failure 
to do so will deny entry to the park. 

Simply click the link below and follow 
these steps: 

Find your park 

Select your ticket 

Be sure to purchase parking (as it won't 
be available to purchase at the park. Mem- 
bers and Pass holders with free parking are 
all set) 

Select your date and time 

Checkout and youre done. 

We are so excited to see you and appre- 
ciate your cooperation as we regulate new 
protocols during these times. 





Acres of Beautiful Live Christmas Trees 


MOss HILL 
TREE FARM 


Since 1956 
The Mason Family 


222 Upper Moss Hill Rd. 
Russell, MA 01071 
413-862-3815 


Find us on Facebook c 
at Moss Hill Tree Farm 


Open Dawn fo Dark 
until Christmas 


SELECT & CUT-YOUR-OWN 


Live Spruces ° Balsam « Frazier * Concolor Firs 
$25 - $50 All Sizes up to 16 feet 
Two Trees for $60 ~ Bring a Friend ~ Some Pre-Cut 


On Weekends We Offer FREE: 


Warming Fires * Helpers * Loaner Saws * Evergreen Boughs 
Please Be COVID Safe / Bring In This Ad for 10% Off 


Affordable Dentistry 


Call us for immediate relief! 
We are here to help... 


786-0555 


We gladly accept and 
process your insurance 
for you Interest-free 
financing available 


New Patients 
Welcome! 


850 Springfield Street, 
Suite 2 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


e Invisalign 

e Implants 

° Root Canals 

e Crown & Bridgework 
e Cosmetic Dentistry 


e Extractions 
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Six Flags normally has a holiday event, but it will be modified this year due to the pandemic. SUBMITTED 


PHOTOS 


Help a friend through ‘wish box’ 


AGAWAM - This has been a challeng- 
ing year for so many. With the pandem- 
ic, loss of jobs, health concerns and iso- 
lation, many are struggling just to make 
ends meet. If you know someone that 
may need a little help this holiday sea- 
son, please submit a request to the e-mail 
address below, identifying their hardship 
and need. We will be granting three 
wishes this holiday season to spread 


goodwill and provide them with some 
relief during a very trying time. Perhaps 
it is a rent payment they are coming up 
short, a heating bill, food for the holi- 
days, gifts for the children. All entries 
need to be submitted by Dec. 20. Once 
all entries are received, we will reach out 
to you for their contact information to 
provide them assistance. Please e-mail 
your request to: wishbox33@gmail.com. 





Juried photography show announced 


AGAWAM - ‘The Friends of the Aga- 
wam Public Library are very excited to 
announce their First Open Juried Virtual 
Photography Show. We are not able to have 
our annual show at the library, but we want 
to continue to share the outstanding work 
of area photographers. The show benefits 
the Agawam Public Library and provides a 
platform to recognize and encourage these 
photographers. Awards totaling $1340 will 
be determined by judging done on January 
13. Amy S. Dane and Barbara Krawczyk, 
both well recognized photographers, will 
be the judges. 

The show is divided into four categories 


Oo _ 
N —_k 
0) © 


2 3 4 


00 


6°) 6°) N 
Nh Oo oO 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Opposite of west 

5. Caesar, comedian 

8. Helps little firms 

11. A way to censor 

13. Expresses atomic and 
molecular weights 

14. Chalcedony 

15. Type of sword 

16. A corporation’s first 
Offer to sell stock to 
the public 

17. Attired 

18. A sequence of winding 
turns 

20. Pal 

21. Expresses pleasure 

22. Amendable 

25. Clear 

30. A way to cut off 

31. Indigenous Thai person 

32. Pale brownish yellow 
color 

33. Aquatic plants genus 

38. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! 


41, Merchants 

43. Fix a chair 

45, Throws into 
disorganization 

48. Famed German 
composer 

49, Keyboard key 

50. Oral polio vaccine 
developer 

55. Partner to pain 

56. Where golfers start 

9/7. Jenny __: weight loss 
program 

59. Sailing dinghy 

60. Suffix that forms 
adjectives 

61. Speeds at which music 
is played 

62. Body part 

63. Fall back 

64. Ancient Greek sophist 


CLUES DOWN 
1. One point south of due 
east 


of photography: creative, nature, photo- 
journalism and pictorial. The entry fee is 
$25 per entry up to and including Novem- 
ber 30, 2020. Starting December 1, the fee 
will be $30. If we have not received suffi- 
cient entries by January 1, 2021, the show 
will be cancelled and all fees returned. 

All images must be original, made by 
the photographer, captured by film or digi- 
tally, and cannot be previous entries in our 
show. For the showss Prospectus and En- 
try Form, please visit www.agawamlibrary. 
org/about/friends. For further informa- 
tion please contact Bob Kadis at rkadis@ 
comcast.net or at 413-789-4814. 
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34. Commercials 

35. NY footballer 

36. They __ 

37. Soviet Socialist 
Republic 

39. Poked holes in the 
ground 

40, Pitchers 

41. Your 

42. Diana _, singer 

44. |mportant document for 
inventors 

45, Bangladesh capital 

46. Fluid that flows in the 
veins of Greek gods 

47, Famed daguerreotype 
photographer 

48, Where military 
personnel work 

91. Play a role 

52.La__ Tar Pits, 
Hollywood 

93. Unstressed-stressed 

94. Type of palm tree 

58. Judo garments 


2. Wings 

3. One point south of 
southeast 

4. The shirts on our backs 

5. One who works on the 
seas 

6. Select jury 

7. Small intestines parts 

8. Plant of the heath family 

9, Extrasolar planet 

10. Creates more of 

12. Before 

14. Forms over a cut 

19. Runs down 

23. Exercise regimen 
__-b0 

24, Unkeyed 

25. Principle underlying the 
universe 

26. Corpuscle count (abbr.) 

27. Residue 

28. Company that rings 
receipts 

29. Rugged mountain 
range 
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Writing contest deadline extended 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Cultural Council is sponsor- 
ing a writing competition for all Agawam Public School 
students. The topic is “Facing the Challenges of the Coro- 
navirus - How did you do it?” Entries will be accepted from 
October 15, 2020 through December 31, 2020, and the win- 
ners will be chosen by members of the Agawam Cultural 
Council. Monetary prizes will be awarded to first, second, 
and third-place winning entries. The requirements for en- 
try into this competition can be found on the ACC website 
and by contacting the librarians for each of the schools in 
Agawam. If you have any questions, please contact Mary 
Jane Augusti at (413) 241-7196 or by email to: maryjane. 
augusti@gmail.com. 


For more information on the activities and virtual of- 
ferings of the Agawam Cultural Council during the current 
pandemic stay-at-home order, please visit their web site, 
at: www.agawalncc.org. 

The Agawam Cultural Council is an all-volunteer local 
partner of the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency, and is funded, in part, by the MCC. The ACC is 
charged with bringing engaging, entertaining, and edu- 
cational events and opportunities in the arts, humanities, 
and sciences, to children and adults from Agawam and the 
surrounding communities. 





UMassFive hosting winter coat drive 


HADLEY - UMassFive College Federal Credit Union 
(UMassFive) is running a winter coat and cold-weather 
clothing drive in its Hadley and Northampton branches 
throughout the month of December. These donations are 
part of an effort to ensure that all community members have 
access to cold-weather clothing this winter, and will be dis- 
tributed in partnership with the Amherst Survival Center. 

“The public health and economic crises caused by 
COVID-19 have hit hard. Not only are many individuals 
and families struggling, but many of the resources our 
neighbors can turn to have had to shift their focus,’ said 
Lev Ben-Ezra, Executive Director of the Amherst Survival 
Center. “Unfortunately, the Amherst Survival Center had 
to temporarily close our community store due to COVID 
as we focus on our food and nutrition programs, but we 
have remained committed to distributing core essentials-- 
items like coats, sleeping bags, underwear, socks and long 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $SS 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


ASSORTED 


PORK CHOPS sss Bib ra 94 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TOP ROUND 
LONDON BROIL 
or ROAST 
S 21 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SIRLOIN 
CUTLETS sortcstmmmnumn’? Wor 
USDA INSP. STORE MADE 
ITALIAN SAUSAGE =. gs 
ALL VARIETIES ramen > B28 


TURKEY BREAST 


TAILGATE SPECIALS | 


USDA INSP STORE MADE ITALIAN MARINATED 


1/2 CHICKE 


USDA INSP 2 LB BOX 


KAYEM HOT DOGS 


USDA INSP IQF FROZEN 4 LB BAG 


PARTY CUT CHICKEN WINGS.. 
EEE 





a USDA INSP. 

Nt GROUND FRESH DAILY 
80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 

$ 07 


SALE DATES: 
12/3/20 - 12/9/20 


johns. We are so grateful to be partnering with a number 
of area organizations including Craigs Doors and Family 
Outreach of Amherst to make sure every single coat, blan- 
ket, and winter accessory we collect makes it someone 
who needs it. Now is truly a time of ‘every bit counts, and 
we are grateful for all the ways the community is stepping 
up to support each other. The UMassFive coat drive is an 
essential part of that.’ 

UMassFive gratefully accepts any and all clean, new or 
gently used coats, gloves, scarves, hats, sweaters, and blan- 
kets. 

Donations should be placed in a bag, and may be 
dropped off during business hours to the Hadley branch 
at 200 Westgate Center Drive or Northampton branch at 
225 King Street. 

https://www.umassfive.coop/news/umassfive-host- 
ing-winter-coat-drive-1 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF STRIPLOIN 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONELESS & SKINLESS ,,.., 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CHICKEN BREAST 

BONE-IN SPLIT inn Se 
DRUMSTICKS 115285, OD 
RAW EASY PEEL SHRIMP 

5HG0 COUNT :wsan....... "Oe 


£90 Meat Outlet & 
413-737-1288 


HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 

www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 


to limit quantities. 


WHOLE 
OR HALF 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS » SELECTION « SERVICE 


This has been a challenging year for so many. 

With the pandemic, loss of jobs, health concerns 

and isolation, many are struggling just to make ends 

meet. If you know someone that may need a little help 

this holiday season, please submit a request to the email 

address below, identifying their hardship and need. We 

will be granting three wishes this holiday season to spread 

goodwill and provide them with some relief during a very trying 

time. Perhaps it is a rent payment they are coming up short, a heating bill, 
food for the holidays, gifts for the chidlren. 

All entries need to be submitted by December 20th. Once all entries are 
received, we will reach out to you for their contact information to provide 


them assistance. 


Please email your request to: wishbox33@gmail.com 


Tlappy toliday 
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| Senda child 
something special 
this Christmas - 
a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
special opportunity to personalize 
a child’s Christmas holiday! 


They will also receive a 
special gift 
with their 
personalized letter. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, 
fill in your payment information 
and enclose your check for $10.95.* 
The letter will be delivered 
just in time for Christmas! 


Quantities are limited, 
so don't delay, order today! 


ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 


*$10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional. 
Please include phone number. 
Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/18/20. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. STATE ZIP 


PHONE 
PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 


L]CHECK LJVISA LJMASTERCARD [JAMEX  {[4JDISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 
EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
PHONE: 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 


santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: ar@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 


CROSS COUNTRY 





By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM—the third week of 
November was very memorable 
for Agawam senior Sarah Ross, 
whos one of the best girl's high 
school cross-country runners in 
Massachusetts. 

Ross capped off her outstand- 
ing high school cross-country 
career by capturing the Division 
1 title with a time of 18:48.5 at 
the Massachusetts State Track 
Coaches Association Cup, which 
was held at Highland Park in At- 
tleboro on Nov. 21. 

“I love cross-country, Ross 
said. “It’s a lot of work, but even 
on those days that you don't want 
to run, you know that you still 
have to do it because it’s the only 
way youre going to improve. Ev- 
ery day is different and it’s always 
inspiring to see your teammates 
running around you.’ 

Two days earlier, Ross 
signed her National Letter of In- 
tent to join the UMass Lowell 
cross-country and track & field 
teams. The River Hawks compete 
at the Division 1 level in both 
sports. 

“UMass Lowell is definitely 
a perfect fit for me, Ross said. 
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SPORTS 


“They have Bio Medical Engineer- 
ing, which is the major I want to 
study. The head coach has been 
there a long time and the pro- 
gram has had a lot of success.’ 

Gary Gardner has_ been 
coaching both the UMass Lowell 
cross-country and track & field 
teams for the past 19 years. 

“Tve gained a lot of trust in 
Coach Gardner since I first met 
him, and his runners improve 
every year. I know by going to 
UMass Lowell, I'll also continue 
to improve, Ross said. “I joined 
the Agawam cross-country team 
when I was a freshman and I al- 
ways wanted to continue running 
in college’ 

The cross-country coach at 
Agawam High School is Kate De- 
ver. The Brownies indoor track 
coach is Dan Pryce. 

“All of my high school coach- 
es have been very helpful to me, 
Ross said. “I've had a great ex- 
perience here at Agawam High 
School. It's because of the great 
coaches and the great teammates 
that I’ve had around me. They ve 
helped me get to this point.’ 

When Ross was a freshman, 
the girls cross-country team 
qualified for the state meet for 


ROSS I page 9 


Ross headed for UMass-Lowell 





Sarah Ross, an outstanding three-sport athlete, will run cross country and track 
for UMass-Lowell. SUBMITTED PHOTO 





WRESTLING 


Wrestling to 
be played in 
spring season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - First it was outdoor 
“indoor track, now could wrestling 
be moving outdoors? 

Rather than cancel the high school 
wrestling season, the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
has voted to move wrestling to the 
spring season. 

A “bubble” was placed between 
the winter and spring seasons to 
account for sports that were either 
shut down, or in the case of football 
and cheerleading, sports that were 
deemed high-risk to play during the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic. 

While there is optimism some re- 
strictions will lift as the vaccine rolls 
out in the next few months, the MIAA 
is operating as through the pandemic 
conditions exist until they are other- 
wise guided by the state Department 
of Energy and Environmental Affairs. 
The EEA has been issuing the guid- 
ance high schools have been operat- 
ing with. The guidance has included 
modified rules and protocols utilized 
to help keep students healthy while 
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TRYOUTS 


Pioneers look for roster hopefuls 


* 


" 
abt a / 
Bel ay ate eal 


Though the tryouts had to be more staggered with plenty of social 
distance, the Western Mass. Pioneers organization held tryouts prior 


to the Thanksgiving holiday for its many academy youth teams. Try- 
outs were held for numerous age groups for both boys and girls at Lu- 


sitano Field. The Pioneers are hopeful to have a normal regular season 
starting in the spring. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
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the first time in the programs history. The Brownies also 
made a return trip to the state meet, which was held at 
Stanley Park in Westfield, the following year. 

Agawamss home cross-country meets are held at Rob- 
inson Park. 

“Robinson Park is a beautiful course to run, Ross 
said. “It’s a hilly course, but there are always hills on most 
cross-country courses. You learn how to handle them.’ 

Because of COVID-19, the whole recruiting process for 
Ross was a little bit different than it normally wouldve been. 

“The first time that I met the UMass Lowell assistant 
coach (Zach Nelson) was at the state indoor track meet 
last February. I met coach Gardner for the first time the 
following week at the New England meet, Ross said. “Both 
of the coaches are very nice and I was in the process of 
scheduling a visit to the school, but then Coronavirus hit, 
which threw a wrench into those plans. The UMass Lowell 
coaches were great throughout all of the challenges.’ 

“This is a very exciting day for these three-outstanding 
student-athletes and their families, said Agawam Mayor 
Bill Sapelli, who attended the signing ceremony. “These 
three girls have put in a lot of hard work and dedication to 
make it this far. You learn so many life lessons by playing 
a sport.’ 

The cross-country season at the collegiate level is held 
in the fall just like at Agawam High School. 

Ross will also be a member of the UMass Lowell indoor 
track team in the winter and the outdoor track team in the 
spring. 

Ross usually competes in the two-mile races during the 
indoor track season. She has competed in the one-mile 
races and is also a member of the 4X800 meter relay team. 

Because she has been a member of the Brownies soft- 
ball team, Ross will be competing during the outdoor track 
season for the first time at UMass Lowell. 

“Running in all three seasons is probably going to be a 
little bit of an adjustment for me, she said. “I think it will 
only help me to improve’ 

Sarah's father, David, was also a runner at Agawam High 
School. Her mother, Sandy, is also one of Sarah's biggest 
supporters. 

“My parents are very supportive of me, she said. “It has 
been kind of special to be following in my father's footsteps 
and it’s great to be sharing this passion with him. We've al- 
ways been very close.’ 
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also remaining on the athletic fields. 

The EEA has advised against wrestling during the win- 
ter season due to the sport having “sustained close con- 
tact” between competitors. 

With football already set to be played during the “bub- 
ble” season, the decision was made to try and have wres- 
tling during the spring season. 

With school gymnasiums being utilized for boys vol- 
leyball during the spring as well as the temperatures ris- 
ing, the idea of hosting wrestling meets outdoors has been 
broached. It is unclear how that would look and what con- 
ditions spring athletes will compete under, but it would 
definitely be a first to hold wrestling meets outdoors. 
Meets typically take place in the center of a gymnasium on 
hard mats. 

While it will more than likely be played during the bub- 
ble season, indoor track is also being talked about to be 
played outdoors due to the improving weather between 
February and April. 

It is otherwise unclear how a change in seasons will 
affect already shrinking wrestling programs in the region. 
Many teams are having more and more trouble fielding 
full teams of at least 14 wrestlers, of which each one can 
fit into every weight class. With wrestling being competed 
in the spring, some schools could lose competitors to their 
regular spring sports, including lacrosse, baseball, tennis, 
and track. There also could be a lack of tournaments for 
individual wrestlers to compete in depending on how the 
region reacts to the sports movement to the spring. 

There will be no winter tournaments for basketball 
and hockey. It is unknown whether spring sports will have 
tournaments played. 

Wrestlers are allowed to have practices during the win- 


ter season. 
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MIAA issues statement regarding status of winter sports 


FRANKLIN - The Massachusetts Interscholastic Ath- 
letic Association (MIAA) COVID-19 Task Force represen- 
tatives today presented winter sport modifications and 
recommendations for the 2020-2021 season to the MIAA 
Board of Directors. 

This presentation culminated a two-week MIAA gov- 
ernance process which included sport-specific sub-com- 
mittee meetings where updated Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs (EEA) and current Massachu- 
setts Department of Elementary and Secondary (DESE) 
guidelines were reviewed. These subcommittees created 
sport-specific modifications and presented them to the 
full committees for approval. The MIAA Sports Medicine 
Committee (SMC) and ultimately the MIAA Covid-19 Task 
force subsequently approved the modifications. 

MIAA Executive Director Bill Gaine stated, “The 
MIAAs mission can be defined by a dual prescription: 
promoting maximum participation opportunities for the 
maximum number of student-athletes so that life lessons 
can be learned. At the same time, promoting the health 
and safety of all participants is the Association's imper- 
ative.” 

The MIAA Board of Directors voted to approve 
sport-specific modifications for the Winter Season. These 
modifications will continue to be reviewed as they relate 
to current regulations surrounding COVID-19 and may 
be modified if necessary. Additional modifications or the 
decision to participate in MIAA-recognized winter sports 
will be determined by local school districts and/or their 
local Board of Health. You may view the Task Force pre- 
sentation on the MIAA website. 


Highlights include: 

The Winter Season will have a new start date of Decem- 
ber 14, 2020. 

Modifications for the sports of Wrestling, Indoor Track, 
winter Cheerleading and Dance were not created or pre- 
sented due to committee recommendation for those 
sports to be moved to a different sport season. Indoor 
Track is moved to the Fall II Season and Wresting, winter 
Cheerleading and Dance are moved to the Spring Season. 

MIAA President and Marshfield Superintendent Jeff 
Granatino said, “It is great to see that so many of our stu- 
dent-athletes will be able to take part in the sports they 
love this winter. Many coaches, athletic directors, princi- 
pals and superintendents worked hard over the past few 
weeks to ensure that we would be able to offer interscho- 
lastic athletes for our students, and I want to thank them 
for their efforts.’ 

Granatino added, “The pandemic has reshaped the way 
education is delivered across the country and the same can 
be said about its impact on athletics. Nonetheless, I am 
confident our student-athletes and coaches will adjust to 
the new expectations this winter and have an experience 
as fulfilling and as exciting as what we saw during the fall 
season. Gaine reinforced, “Our membership should be 
proud that our Board's actions today reflect allegiance to 
the MIAA mission.’ 

The approved Winter Season sport modifications are 
located on the MIAA COVID-19 Task Force Page. The Fre- 
quently Asked Question (FAQ) document located on the 
Task Force page is currently being updated to better reflect 
and provide clarity with recent decisions. This will be post- 
ed as soon as possible. 





HoopHall event cancelled, to return in 2022 


SPRINGFIELD — The Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame announced today the cancellation of the 2021 
Spalding Hoophall Classic presented by Eastbay. The annu- 
al basketball showcase entering its 20th year at Springfield 
College, the birthplace of basketball, is typically played 
during MLK Weekend. 

“We're obviously extremely disappointed to cancel 
Hoophall Classic, a premiere event in the high school bas- 
ketball calendar,’ said Greg Procino, Vice President of Bas- 
ketball Operations for the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame. “The event has seen tremendous talent and 
success over the past two decades, with a number of sell- 
out crowds, but ultimately the safety of our fans, student 


senior photos from fall 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The fall season is nearing its end and Turley Publi- 
cations has been all over the action. 

But with this unpredictable season there have 
been temporary or in some cases, permanent stop- 
pages in play, and we still want to help feature your 
athletes, especially those who are seniors this year. 

We continue to ask for help on this season in order 
to bring the best coverage we can possibly manage 


WARRANTY 
3 Years / 36,000 Mile 


athletes and staff is of the utmost importance. We thank 
Springfield and our marketing partners for their support 
over the years and look forward to returning to Blake Are- 
na when it’s safe to do so. 

The Basketball Hall of Fame plans to relaunch the elite 
high school event in 2022. For the latest updates as they 
become available, follow @hoophallclassic on Instagram 
and Twitter. 

The HoopHall event has featured many games featuring 
area high school teams, including South Hadley, Holyoke, 
Minnechaug, Chicopee, Chicopee Comprehensive, South 
Hadley, Agawam, and Granby during its history. 


season wanted 


and fill our pages with names and color. 

We know that fans will be limited to the home 
crowds, but that is where you all come in. 

If you attended any senior games and would like to 
see those photos in our papers, we welcome submit- 
ted photos from those events and information about 
graduating seniors who participated in Fall 1 sports. 

We also welcome any additional information 
about other major achievements. Send any and all in- 
formation and photos for inclusion to sports@turley. 
com. 


443 Springfield St. - Agawam 
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5PM 


413-789-2181 


ra 


OnIWeE 
SALES: 


Preowned vehicles you can 
trust! Financing available. 


LAUT 


We can handle all of 
your motorcycle’s 


maintenance & tire 


From a basic oil change to complete car 
repair services, our professional staff can 
handle all of your needs! 


AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR EXPERTS 


needs, including MA 
State Inspections 


Value & [Friendly 


service is in our name! 


*Inspections coming soon 


WE FIX EVERYTHING! 


FREE Wi-Fi * Shuttle Service * Financing Available * Rental Cars Available « State of the art equipment 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: Call 1-855- 
917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @ turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run communi- 
typapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, includ- 
ing a free toilet, and a lifetime warran- 
ty on the tub and installation! Call us 
at 1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 





AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint 
- Classroom instructor, 20+ years 
experience. Call Walt at (413)289- 
6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND _ CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. Tap- 
ing & complete finishing. All ceiling 
textures. Fully insured. Jason at 
Great Walls. (413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for 
your next ad, website, or book proj- 
ect? Freelance illustrator Sadie 
Parrotta is taking commissions. Ex- 
amples of her work can be seen at 
sadieparrotta.weebly.com. Contact 
her at sadie.parrotta@ gmail.com for 
more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. References. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 


Snow Plowing, driveways and small 
parking lots. Residential and Com- 
mercial clean-outs/dumpster service. 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Monson, Ludlow 
area. Fully insured. Call DiRico Prop- 
erties (413) 530-1299 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, car- 
riages, Surreys, wagons, dr’s bug- 
gies, driveable or lawn ornaments. 
Some furniture and other restoration 
services available. Reasonable pric- 
es. Quality workmanship. 
Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 


DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 






SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, de- 
pendable, reasonable rates. Insured, 
free estimates E280333. 24 hour 
emergency service. (413)427- 
5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service chang- 
es/upgrades, generators, phone/ 
data wiring, smoke detectors.  In- 
sured. Credit cards accepted. License 
#22882A (413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514- 
B Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 
Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Town: 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 
Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


(4 MasterCard 


VISA 1 Discover 


Exp. Date 


X per week rate = $ 


J Cash 


Zip. 
1 Check# 

CVV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin ————— 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
Jal BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 











ue 


ail 


ny 
% 
BLANDFORD % 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price 


EASTHAMPTON 









HUBBARDSTON 





BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 





: S 
NEW BRAINTREE 
T 


EAST 
BROOKF ‘ELD 









WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 








WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
—_——_—_——_———_ additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00_ 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 

Subtotal = 

XNumber ofWeeks 
TOTAL Enclosed _ 


~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


a 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT - KITCHENS bathrooms, 
replacement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 


FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 

(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, Sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
dupont oun community! 
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Public Notices 





AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

The Agawam Conser- 
vation Commission will hold 
a remote public hearing due 
to the COVID19 pandem- 
ic on Thursday, December 
10, 2020 at 6:30 PM online 
via Zoom. The purpose 
of this hearing will be to 
hear the Notice of Intent of 
Aspenwood Associates LLC 
for work to be performed 
(subdivision) at O Silver 
Street and 0 Doane Avenue, 
subject to the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act. 
Interested parties can contact 
the Conservation Commission 
at pkerr@agawam.ma.us for 
more information, to provide 
written comments prior to the 
meeting or attend via the fol- 
lowing: 

Join Zoom Webinar: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/83052888618?pwd=TWe- 
IbEX6MHNpbVIiRXBLZX- 
RxcXE2QT09 

Password: 719777 

US: +1 301 715 8592 
(Germantown) or +1 312 626 
6799 (Chicago) 

Webinar ID: 
8618 

By Order of 

Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman 
AGAWAM CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


830 5288 


12/03/2020 


AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

The Agawam Conser- 
vation Commission will hold 
a remote public hearing due 
to the COVIDI9 pandem- 
ic on Thursday, December 
10, 2020 at 6:00 PM online 
via Zoom. The purpose of 
this hearing will be to hear 
the Notice of Intent of Gilbert 
for work to be performed 
(addition to single fami- 
ly home) at 727 River Road, 
subject to the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act. 
Interested parties can contact 
the Conservation Commission 


at pkerr@agawam.ma.us for 
more information, to provide 
written comments prior to the 
meeting or attend via the fol- 
lowing: 

Join Zoom Webinar: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/83052888618?pwd=TWe- 
1bEX6MHNpbVHRXBLZX- 
RxcXE2QT09 

Password: 719777 

US: +1 301 715 8592 
(Germantown) or +1 312 626 
6799 (Chicago) 

Webinar ID: 
8618 


830 5288 


By Order of Henry A. 
Kozloski, Chairman 
AGAWAM CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

12/03/2020 


AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL AD 

The Agawam 
Conservation Commission 
will meet remotely, due to 
the COVID -19 restrictions, 
through Zoom at 6:15 PM 
on Thursday, December 
10, 2020. The purpose of this 
meeting will be to hear the 
application of Eversource for 
a Request for Determination 
of Applicability for their 1768 
Line Maintenance Project that 
is located from the Mass./ 
Conn. State line to the South 
Agawam Substation off of 
Shoemaker Lane. 

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman 
AGAWAM CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION 

Join Zoom Webinar: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/83052888618?pwd=TWe- 
1bEX6MHNpbVLiRXBLZX- 
RxcXE2QTO09 

Password: 719777 

US: +1 301 715 8592 
(Germantown) or +1 312 626 
6799 (Chicago) 

Webinar ID: 
8618 
12/03/2020 


830 5288 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 





12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





THE TRIAL COURT 
PROBATE AND FAMILY 
COURT DEPARTMENT 
Hampden Division 
DocketNo. HD18P1177PM 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
Estate of 
Eleanor J. Dubour, 
A Protected Person 
of Agawam, MA 
in the County of Hampden 
NOTICE 

A petition has been pre- 
sented to said Court for leave 
to sell and convey at private 
sale certain real estate of said 
protected person, situated in 
Ludlow, for maintenance. 

If you desire to object 
to the allowance of said 
petition, you or your attor- 
ney must file a written 
appearance in said Court 
at Springfield on or before 
10:00 in the forenoon on 
December 15, 2020. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
BARBARA M. HYLAND, 
Esquire, First Justice of said 
Court at Springfield, the thir- 
tieth day of November two 
thousand and twenty. 

Suzanne T. Seguin 

Register of Probate 

& Family Court Dept. 
12/03/2020 


LEGAL AD 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL AD 

The Agawam Conser- 
vation Commission will 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 


meet remotely, due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
through Zoom at 6:45 PM 
on Thursday, December 
10, 2020. The purpose of this 
meeting will be to hear the 
application of MassDOT for 
a Request for Determination 
of Applicability for herbicide 
application on Route 57. 
By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
Join Zoom Webinar: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/83052888618?pwd=TWe- 
1bEX6MHNpbVILiRXBLZX- 
RxcXE2QT09 
Password: 719777 
US: +1 301 715 8592 
(Germantown) or +1 312 626 
6799 (Chicago) 
Webinar ID: 
8618 
12/03/2020 


830 5288 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 





How to submit 
legal notices 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393, ext. 216. 


Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


SSSSSSSSSS$$ 
Get cash for as is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 











RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


MAINTENANCE/HANDYMAN 
The Gardens of Wilbraham, an active 
adult condo community, has an op- 
portunity for a per-diem maintenance/ 
handyman. Must possess excellent 
people skills, have experience in gen- 
eral residential maintenance, both in- 
terior & exterior, & be able to pass a 
background check. Interested candi- 
dates should send a resume to: Project 
Manger, The Gardens of Wilbraham, 2 
Lodge Lane, Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
E-mail; melissa @thegardensofwilbra- 
ham.com Fax: 413-596-5320 EOE 
Managed by Athena Health Care Sys- 
tems 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Read your local newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 
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Obituary 


Richard R. LeMay 


AGAWAM - Richard R. LeMay, 
83, passed away on November 17, 
2020 at Baystate Medical Center. 
Born in Springfield, MA on Febru- 
ary 13, 1937, he was the son of the 
late Albert and Catherine (LaRo- 


che) LeMay. 


He was employed at Pratt and 
Whitney Aircraft for over 30 years, 
before retiring in 1993. For many 
years, he was also an active member 





of Magawa Sporting Club in Agawam. 

To cherish his memory Richard leaves his loving wife 
of over 50 years, Patricia (Woods) LeMay of Agawam, his 
sons Richard LeMay Jr and Michael LeMay, M.D. and was 
predeceased by his daughter Susan (LeMay) Clark. His 
grandchildren William and Katherine Clark (Susan), Chris- 
topher and Amanda (Richard) and Christopher and Megan 
(Michael) were a very wonderful part of his life. 

Richard was one of 10 children (7 boys and 3 girls) and 
unfortunately, only his sister Theresa Szczpanski of Ludlow 
is the only survivor. He will also be missed by many nieces 
and nephews who he has dearly cherished and loved and 
by numerous special friends with whom he spent many 
happy times and shared wonderful memories. 

Memorial contributions in Richard’s memory may be 
made to Shriner's Hospital for Children, 516 Carew Street, 
Springfield, MA 01104. For more information or to leave an 
online condolence, please visit www.forastiere.com 


Agawam Advertiser News 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


FOR RENT 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & 


SUBURBAN 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 





FRIDAY AT NOON 


AT NOON 
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Agawam High School Counseling Bulletin 


Visiting College Representatives: If 
you are interested in meeting with College 
or University Representatives that will be 
conducting virtual visits at our school, you 
must sign up in Naviance at least one day 
in advance. Google Meet or Zoom links will 
be provided when you sign up. 


Reminders: 

Members of the Class of 2021 should fa- 
miliarize themselves with the information 
that has been posted to the Post-Secondary 
Planning section under the Counseling tab 
of the High School webpage. Most recent- 
ly, the Senior College Application Packet 
was added, which is a great resource for 
students interested in applying to two- 
and four-year colleges. https://core-docs. 
s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/up- 
loaded_file/937652/Senior_Application_ 
Packet_2020-2021.pdf 

The COVID-19 pandemic has created 
uncertainty among students and families 
about nearly all aspects of the college ad- 
mission process, including the role of stan- 
dardized testing. We were scheduled to 
host testing in November, but did not feel 
it was prudent to have students from “red” 
area and states in our building. We looked 
into hosting school day testing for just Aga- 
wam students, but the next available date 
is in March. Due to the cancellation of SAT 
and ACT testing dates, more than 1,630 US 
colleges and universities announced they 
are moving to a test-optional policy, and 
more will surely follow. By going test-op- 
tional, institutions are making a defini- 
tive statement that they will not need test 
scores to make admission decisions this 
year. Despite the change in policies, high 
school students and their parents are ask- 
ing, “Does test optional really mean test 
optional?” The answer, simply put, is: YES. 


Please keep in mind that some colleges 
may require SAT or ACT scores for cer- 
tain majors and/or the awarding of merit 
money. We encourage you to contact any 
schools that are of interest to you (website, 
email, or phone) to confirm that test scores 
are not required for your intended major 
and/or the awarding of merit money. 

All students should be checking their 
Naviance accounts on a regular basis. 
There is so much valuable information for 
all students, whether youre headed directly 
into the work force, the military, or college 
upon graduation from AHS. If you can't ac- 
cess your account, please be in touch with 
your School Counselor. 


Open Houses/Informational 
Sessions/Discovery Days: 

Colleges and universities will be host- 
ing information and recruitment events, 
in a variety of formats, in the next couple 
of months. Check the colleges’ websites for 
more information and to confirm the date 
and time of the event. While campus vis- 
its may look and feel different during this 
time, it is important to take advantage of 
these programs to learn as much as you can 
about the schools that are of interest to you. 


$cholarship Information: 

See your counselor or visit the websites 
below for more information or an application. 

Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(NROTC): This scholarship program offers 
students the opportunity to earn their de- 
gree and receive valuable leadership and 
management skills while enjoying the ben- 
efits of an exciting career. Several require- 
ments exist. The deadline for submitting an 
application is December 31, 2020. Please 
visit public.navy.mil for details. 

Exceptional student leaders are invited 


to apply for the 2021 GE-Reagan Founda- 
tion Scholarship Program. In honor of the 
legacy and character of President Ronald 
Reagan, this program annually rewards up 
to 20 college-bound students who demon- 
strate exemplary leadership, drive, integri- 
ty, and citizenship with $10,000 renewable 
scholarships (up to $40,000 per recipient). 
More information is available at reagan- 
foundation.org. Applications will be ac- 
cepted online until January 5, 2021. 

The 2020 Profile in Courage Essay will 
be offering a first place prize of $10,000, a 
second place prize of $3,000, and $1,000 for 
five finalists. The maximum word count is 
1,000 with a minimum of 700, not including 
citations and bibliographies. The deadline 
for submission is January 15, 2021. More 
information is available at jfklibrary.org/ 
essaycontest 

Berkshire Banks NeXt Gen Scholarship 
Program is now accepting applications for 
the 2020-2021 cycle. Through the program, 
40 students will receive a $2500 scholarship. 
These will be awarded to students who have 
exemplified community service through their 
volunteer efforts, have been successful aca- 
demically, and have financial need. The ap- 
plication deadline is January 31, 2021. Learn 
more at berkshirebank.com/scholarships 

Big Y Scholarship applications will be 
accepted through February 1, 2021. The 
program awards over 300 scholarships 
each year, totaling more than $250,000. 
All Big Y Scholarships recognize academic 
merit and achievement. Applications are 
available only online at bigy.com. 

Tenaska, founded in 1987, is a privately 
held energy company committed to being 
good neighbors in the communities where 
its plants are located. To express that com- 
mitment, scholarships are offered through 
the high schools located in the counties 





with plant operations (Berkshire Power 
Company in our area). Applicants must be 
a 2021 graduating high school senior who 
plan to attend a two- or four-year post-sec- 
ondary education program at an accredit- 
ed institution. The scholarship amount is 
$1500, and applications, which are avail- 
able at Tenaska.com/scholarship-form, are 
due no later than February 12, 2021. 

The Asian Pacific Community Fund 
(APCF) has multiple scholarship awards 
to give to eligible high school seniors. The 
application on the website is not yet open, 
but is expected to go live on November 20. 
Applications are due no later than Friday, 
April 2, 2021. More information is available 
at apcf.org/scholarships 

The American College Foundation (ACF) 
is offering a Visionary Scholarship, with 
multiple winners selected to each receive 
between $1,000 and $5,000. The application 
process is quick and easy and financial need 
is not considered. All may apply. The appli- 
cation is available at AmericanCollegeFoun- 
dation.org and the deadline is May 1, 2021. 

The Wisegeek Entrepreneurship Mat- 
ters Scholarship is a $500 scholarship open 
to students with an entrepreneurial spirit. 
While not required, the program will look 
for candidates with a track record of over- 
coming challenges and a penchant for con- 
tinuous growth. Applications can be com- 
pleted in less than two minutes and are due 
by May 1, 2021. 

wise-geek.com/entrepreneurship-mat- 
ters-scholarship.htm 

The creators of the “Student Award 
Search Aid” website are offering the B. Da- 
vis Scholarship for 2021. Please visit stu- 
dentawardsearch.com/scholarships.htm 
to read about the program and to apply for 
the scholarship. The amount of the award 
is $1,000 and the deadline is May 24, 2021. 
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Since 1869, we've upheld a tradition of helping our neighbors. Over the last five 


years, we've donated nearly $1.8 million to community organizations and our 
employees have contributed thousands of volunteer hours to help those in need. 


We know that giving 
back moves our 
community forward. 









Learn more at bankESB.com/community 











